Affect is the outward appearance of their emotional state. Comment on the quality, variability, range, intensity and appropriateness of affect Perception
Hallucinations can occur in any of the five senses Although any type of hallucination can occur in psychosis, the presence of non-auditory hallucinations increases the chance that the person has a medical problem, such as alcohol withdrawal or seizures Anxieties, obsessions, preoccupations and delusions are described in this section It is useful to explore what the person thinks of their ideas; they may understand that their concerns are excessive Thoughts are described as delusional if a person is certain that their ideas are reasonable despite convincing evidence to the contrary Beliefs may be out of keeping with cultural and religious background Delusions are commonly grandiose, persecutory or bizarre Examples of common bizarre delusions include believing that the television is talking to them, that others can hear their thoughts, or that their mind and body are being controlled Judgement Assess the individual's capacity for reasoned and responsible decision making, in particular regarding safety issues (including the safety of children for whom the person has care responsibilities) Insight Comment on the individual's insight into his or her own symptoms, diagnosis, and need for treatment Cognition Describe:
• Orientation to time, person and place • Memory, attention and ability to concentrate -determine if the person can repeat three words, and then recall them after a few minutes • Ability to follow instructions
If there are concerns the individual is delirious, it is helpful to observe them write a sentence, or draw a clock face including the numbers and hands. Be mindful that 'general knowledge' can vary greatly depending on cultural background
